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Lots of love 
for reading 
LOVE READING is our theme 
for the 2016/17 academic year.  

Our aim is to support the 
school in fostering a love of read-
ing and books among the pupils 
and so we will target our fundrais-
ing on projects related to books 
and literacy, such as reading 
schemes, the school library and 
author visits.  

How can you help? 

There are lots of different ways 
you can help the PTA, whether you 
have lots of time or not.  

If you cannot commit to a big 
job, there are things you can do 
less frequently such as running a 
stall at the Summer Fair or baking 

for a cake sale or taking minutes.  
And if you have a particular 

area of expertise – such as graphic 
design, bookkeeping, marketing, 
IT, comms, carpentry, first aid, 
food preparation – please let us 
know. 

Also, perhaps the company you 
work for offers a match funding 
scheme?  

Lots of big companies will 
match the effort you make by vol-
unteering with a cash award.  

Last year, a mum manned a stall 
at the Summer Fair and raised 
£500 from Boots, her employer.  

And, finally, you can always 
support the PTA events by simply 

turning up to events! 
For more information on get-

ting involved please contact  
secretarytn4@gmail.com or speak 
to your class rep. 

PTA Newsletter 

Welcome new parents: glad to have you aboard 
HALLO! Welcome to St 
Mark’s. We’re the PTA,  
an organisation of parents 
and staff which encour-
ages closer links between 
home and school. Every-
one with a child at St 
Mark’s is a PTA member.  

Our main purpose is to 
fundraise and organise  
social events.  

Fundraising events 
provide an opportunity for 
parents, staff and pupils to 
get together in a more  
relaxed setting. 

Funds raised are in-
tended to provide ‘extras’ 
not already provided by 
the school’s main income.  

We try to provide ‘fun 
things’ that make learning 
more interesting and excit-
ing or to help towards 

costs of outings to give the 
children experiences they 
might not otherwise have.  

Our aim is always to 
enhance the education and 
school life of all the chil-
dren who attend our 
school. 

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and successful school year 



THE AGM is on Wednesday 12 
October, 7.45pm at the school. We 
always welcome new helpers and 
ideas and we’d love to see you there!  

There will be a social gathering 
for all parents on Thursday 29  
September. We’ll share details of 
the venue nearer the time. 

Quiz Night is on Saturday 15 
October, 7.45–10pm at the school. 
The last one was tremendous fun 
with something for everyone so we 
hope you’ll join us this time. 

Our Christmas Fair will be on 
Saturday 3 December. And if you 
know any jolly sorts who would like 
to be Father Christmas, get in touch 
as we’d like to book in early!  
If you have any questions catch a PTA 
member at the school gates, send an email 
secretarytn4@gmail.com or drop a message 
at the school office or you can find us on 
Facebook. 

WE ARE so proud of our hard 
work during 2015/16 so we hope 
you’ll forgive us blowing our own 
trumpets, but we wanted to tell you 
what we’ve achieved and to thank 
you for your support. 

Our Christmas Fair made a 
profit of more than £2,000 and our 
Summer Fair raised £2,400 — de-
spite a couple of cloud bursts. It 
was great to see so many families 
enjoying themselves at these events! 

We held a quiz, which was pri-
marily a social event intended to 
give parents a cheap and fun night 
out. It succeeded marvellously in 
this — and it made a profit of £355. 

In Early Years we funded a 
learning lodge, rainbow sandpit and 
willow play houses.  

We paid for ten programmable 
robots and two iPad Minis to sup-
port technology teaching. 

We donated a total of £10,000 

towards the cost of the outdoor 
classroom (see below for an update 
on this project).  

We gave £1,000 towards the 
playground markings in KS1 play-
ground. 

We funded chicken eggs, incu-
bator and chicken coop for KS1 
and we helped with rabbit accom-
modation, too. 

We also paid for magazine sub-
scriptions and KS2 books. 

Here’s to a great year past 

Diary dates Outdoor classroom update 
WORK has begun on the outdoor classroom up on the grassy spot up 
by the school gate and it should be in use very soon.  

As you will remember, the PTA stepped in to save this project af-
ter it was scuppered by government funding cutbacks. 

The hexagonal gazebo, complete with a chalk board, will be used 
by all years for all sorts of lessons such PSHE, RE, drama, particularly 
for discussion. And it will also serve as a quiet space for reflection and 
prayer. 

Reception 2016 picnic in the park 

THE PTA was joined by a good crowd of Reception children and their 
parents for a picnic in Dunorlan Park. 

We were lucky with the weather and enjoyed meeting new parents and 
children. The start of school can be an anxious time and we hoped that 
this sort of peer-to-peer support helped to reassure and welcome new 
members to our community. Many thanks to Kellie Wort who  
co-ordinated and organised this, and also to everyone who came along.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/180608915637991/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/180608915637991/

