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Dates to remember 
November 

27th (Tues) Y3 Stoneage Day 

29th (Thur) 9am EYFS Camber 

to the library 

December 

1st (Sat) PTA Xmas Fayre 12 

to 2pm 

3rd (Mon) Y5 British Museum 

6th (Thur) 9.10am Yr4 Class 

assembly 

7th (Fri) Yr5 and 6 ice skating 

10th (Mon) 9.30 EYFS Xmas 

show 

11th (Tues) KS1 Xmas 

performances 9.30 am & 2 pm  

12th (Wed) Xmas dinner EYFS 

and KS1 

13th (Thur) Xmas dinner KS2 

14th (Fri) Xmas jumper day 

14th (Fri)  9.30am Rocksteady     

Concert 

18th (Tues) Xmas service at St 

Mark’s Church. 

19th (Wed) last day of term 

January 2019 

3rd (Thurs) Back to school 

24th (Thu) KS1 winter disco 

February 

6th (Wed) Yr 4 America Day 

7th (Thu) 9.10 Yr2 Assembly 

15th (Fri) Last day of term 

25th (Mon) Back to school 

 

Reading 
Congratulations to those children 
who reached a new planet this 
week.  

 

Neptune, Uranus, Saturn, 
Jupiter, Mars, Earth, Venus, 
Mercury 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Fire Safety 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday last week, the children met staff from Kent Fire 
and Rescue who visited St Mark’s to encourage everyone to 
make sure smoke alarms are checked regularly at home 
and also to consider creating a fire escape plan with family 
members to ensure everyone will leave homes and 
buildings safely together. There were several top tips the 
children were encouraged to remember: 

- Call 999 only in an emergency 
- Check smoke alarms once a week 
- Discuss an escape plan with family in case of an 

emergency 
- Don’t overload plug sockets as an electrical fire can 

start very easily 
- Take care if smoking inside the house 
- If clothes are alight: STOP! DROP! ROLL! 

All of the children responded superbly to questions from 
our visitors and asked sensible questions about how to 
keep safe. After taking part in a quiz, children were 
presented with a sticker and activity book. 
 
Short Story Competition 
Mrs Bert has a new writing competition for KS2 children to 
enter. It is again from the Young Writers group and this 
time it is a task to write a 100 word Spooky Saga. Entry 
forms with all of the details and ideas can be collected from 
Mrs Bert. Entries need to be handed back to her by 
Monday 17th December to be sent off. We look forward to 
seeing lots of children taking part! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Road Safety 
Year 3 and 4 children walked to The Assembly 
Hall on Wednesday where they attended a 
Road Safety show performed by Captain Safety. 
Children learnt all about the Green Cross Code 
– Stop, Look, Listen, Think. All of the children 
were keen to take part in learning a song to 
help them remember what to do when crossing 
roads safely too. Captain Safety kept all of the 
children entertained and even included a rap 
and a few magic tricks with the help of his 
friends Jemima, Jimmy and Billy.  
Each child that went has been given a wrist 
band to remember how important it is too, to 
be seen wearing bright, preferably reflective, 
clothing or accessories when walking near 
roads – especially now it is getting darker 
earlier. 
 
Children in Need 

We raised a terrific £235.39 thank you to all those of you who donated. 
 
 

 
Attendance 
No 100%’s this week, but well done to Windsor who topped the table  and punctuality was 
awarded to Bodiam, congratulations. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Class % 
Attendance 
12th – 16th 
Nov 

 

Good Book Certificate 
Friday November 23rd 

EY Camber 97.1 Addison For becoming more independent during plan-do-review time. 

EY Windsor 99.1 Charlie For being a superstar learner. 

Yr 1 Arundel 91.8 Finn For great maths work this week. 

Yr 1 Bodiam 98.4 Jayden For making the right choices allweek. 

Y2 Leeds 96.9 Henry For being an absolute delight always. 

Y2 Pevensey 98.1 Isaac For working super hard all week in his lessons. 

Y3 Deal 96.1 Dylan  For his conscientious maths work this week. 

Y3 Lewes 93.2 Emma For her division reasoning skills in Maths. 

Y4 Dover 
96.2 

Ashton For making good decisions and having a positive week of 
learning. 

Y4 Farnham 94 Brooke For her hard work and presentation in all subjects. 

Y5 Hever 98.6 Freya  For her commitment to improving her vocabulary. 

Y5 Lullingstone 97.9 Charlie For a beautifully written newspaper report. 

Y6 Rochester 95.9 Arnav For phenomenal maths work. 

Whole School  96.4 Total for year 96.6% to date (target 96%) 
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Coolmilk Scheme 
As children turn 5 their entitlement to free school milk stops. If you would like you child to continue 
having milk you will need to register your child for school milk, please visit 
https://www.coolmilk.com/register  
 
Staffing 
From December Mrs Kate White will be changing her hours to work full time. 
 
Scholastic Book Fair 
Thank you for supporting this event, we sold a terrific £658.98 worth of books, which means that 
the school gets to select over £300’s worth of books from the catalogue. I would like to say a big 
thank you to all the staff who stayed behind to run the fair, particularly Mrs Bert, Mrs Blake, Mrs 
Hammond and Mrs Reynolds. 
 
Have your details changed? 
Just to remind parents that if you have moved house or changed your contact details e.g. a new 
mobile or work number then the school office needs to know so that we can update your child’s 
records. Please email your new details to office@st-marks.kent.sch.uk  
 
Headlice 
Annoyingly some visitors have been spotted in EYFS classes, please would all parents check their 
child’s head and do what is necessary! Thank you. 
 
Site Manager 
This job advert is now up on Kentteach, please do have a look, if you want any further information 
about the role then please ask at the office and we will be happy to answer your questions. 
 
EYFS to go to the Christmas Church Service Tuesday 18th December 

Following discussion with staff we would now like all EYFS pupils to attend the 
service at the church on Tuesday 18th Dec. As it is a little bit of walk for small 
legs, we would like EYFS parents to drop their children at the church at 
9.45am in time for the service. They will then walk back with the whole 
school. Parent helpers please. 

 
If your child attends breakfast club then they will be able to walk with the whole school to the 
church. 
 
Year 5 and 6 Ice skating Friday 7th Dec 
We are arranging a trip for both year groups to go ice skating, the details, payment and permission 
details will be on parentmail shortly. This trip is non-curricular- just Christmas fun, so if ice skating 
is not your child’s thing then no worries, we will be creating a mixed year group class for the 
morning where the children will be doing alternative Christmas activities. 
 
Picture gallery 
The children have been on lots of trips this week and events have also been held in school. Here are 
a few photos and details of what they have been up to. 
 
Year 1 Bodiam have been learning about materials in science. This term they started learning about 
which materials are magnetic. They used what they had learned to complete two challenges. First 
They had to get a paper clip out of a jar of water without spilling any water or getting their hands 
wet. Then they made their own games using magnets. 

https://www.coolmilk.com/register
mailto:office@st-marks.kent.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
On Thursday 15th October we took part in a Puppet Workshop. Two ladies came to visit us and they 
showed us different puppets. They also taught us how to make our own puppets. 
 
 

 
 
 
EYFS visit to Bore Place 
The children in Early Years had an excellent trip to Bore Place on Tuesday, it was cold and rainy but 
it did not dampen their spirits. We learned all about dairy farming and saw the milking parlour. We 
met the cows who provide the milk and were transfixed by the poo river they create! Back in the 
warm, we had the chance to do some cooking and made some delicious leek and cheese muffins 
using ingredients made and grown on the farm. It was a wonderful learning experience for the 
children and taught them all about ‘farm to fork’ healthy eating. We were all fascinated with the 
very memorable sights and smells of the day! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

On Wednesday, Year 4 immersed themselves in Roman life by drinking ‘wine’ and munching juicy 
red grapes from silver platters. All the while, they got stuck in to making clay pots in the pottery 
with Mrs Bert and constructed aqueducts with Mr Barringer from various materials – both 
important items in Roman everyday life. 
 

All the children looked fantastic in costumes of gods, goddesses, warriors and emperors. Thank you 
to parents for your support of the day and to the children for making it so much fun! 
 
 

 
Year 2 Visit the British Wildlife Centre 
On Monday 19th November, Year 2 had a wonderful day at the British Wildlife Centre meeting a 
host of animals who live in our gardens and nearby countryside. Their animals ranged from 
hundreds of brown rats, scurrying above our heads in pipes, to otters, two herds of deer, red 
squirrels, a fox called Flo, a hibernating hedgehog and numerous owls. Did you know that the 
colour of an owl’s eyes tells us which time of day it hunts? Or that a wild cat would attack a deer? 
 



 

 

 

Each class had their own guide for the day who taught us about which animals make the different 
noises we hear in our gardens and how we can help garden wildlife thrive. Thank you to the 
parents who braved the cold to come with us on what was a fascinating trip. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mr S Bird 
Headteacher 
 


