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Dates to remember 
Added dates in yellow 

 

November 

30th (Sat) PTA Xmas fair 12 – 

2.30 
December 

4th (Mon) Book Bus 

5th (Thur) St Matt’s footy match 

at home 
9th (Mon)  

 9.30am EYFS Xmas 

production 

 2pm KS1 Xmas production 
10th (Tue) 9.30am KS1 Xmas 

production 
11th (Wed) Y6 Ice skating 

12th (Thur) 

 Y1 & Y2 Topic day ‘open 

door’ at 3.05 

 2.30 pm Fire engine visiting 

school Y2 

 7pm PTA wreath making 
13th (Fri)  

 Christmas Jumper day 

 Y6 at St Mark’s 
16th (Mon) 

 EYFS and KS1 Xmas dinner 

 PTA film night after school 
17th (Tues) 10am Xmas service 

at St Mark’s Church 
18th (Weds) KS2 Xmas dinner 

Last day of term 

 
Welcome back – Tues 7th Jan 

 

January 

14th (Tue) netball matches at 

SKA 
21st (Tue) Y3 to Maidstone 

Museum 
24th (Fri) Choir to O2 – Young 

Voices 

 

Last day of term Feb 14th 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Basketball Tournament 
 

 
Last Thursday, children from years 5 and 6 represented St 
Mark’s at an inter-school basketball tournament held at 
Skinners School. The team had only been formed a week 
prior to the event and had just a couple of sessions to 
prepare with Duncan and Henry. The children worked 
incredibly hard together in matches against four other 
schools from the town. The staff and parents, who kindly 
transported children to the event and supported them 
throughout, commented on how well the children 
encouraged one another and came out feeling positive 
despite the challenging opponents. Team talks helped the 
team to discuss what each of them did well and how we 
could tackle similar tournaments differently in the future – 
an important reflection in team sports. Each of the 
children received a certificate of participation and should 
be very proud of themselves! 
 
Mrs Bert 
 
Reaching the planets 
Mr Bird has begun to award the reading certificates to the 
first children who have ‘read’ their way to Uranus. Please 
encourage your child to read at least 5 times a week so 
that they too can be awarded a certificate in Friday’s 
celebration assembly. 
 
  
 



 

 
 
Careful driving PLEASE 
We have a had a number of comments about the speed and driving of some parents around the 
school. If you see anything that concerns you, please report it to the authorities if appropriate, and 
to the school so that we can politely ask parents to drive carefully and considerately. Thank you. 
 
Also please observe the double yellow lines when parking, they are there for a reason. 
 
The Book Bus is coming! 
On Wednesday the 4th of December the Book People are sending their Book Bus to our school! The 
children will be given a time slot during the day in their classes to go and browse or buy books with 
their class teacher. This is a fantastic opportunity to purchase new and exciting reads at up to 70% 
off the recommended retail price! The school also receives a small amount towards new books with 
each purchase! If you would like your child to buy a book during the school day they will need to 
bring pocket money with them to do so. (In a named envelope please also put the amount enclosed 
on). Alternatively, the Book Bus will be parked in our school car park after school too, for parents 
and carers to browse and buy the books on board with their children!  
 
Book Donations 
Thank you to everyone who responded to this appeal we have had an enormous number of 
donations, our book shelves are now full, so if you have any more please do not send them to 
school, but donate them to a charity shop instead. 
 
Christmas cards 

The fantastic post box that Toni and Sarah have created in the school foyer will 
be up and running on Monday for your children to post their cards to their 
friends and teachers. Please make sure that they put their friends name and class 
on the envelope so that Santa can get them to the right place. This year they 
need to post the cards down the chimney!  
 
They can also send cards to Father Christmas. 
 

Toni and Sarah have also created the fabulous nativity scene at the front of the school. THANK 
YOU. 
 
Wizard of Oz a family Christmas play at  Showfields Hall 
There is a free production of the Wizard of Oz on Saturday 14th Dec at 2pm, free entry. Please see 
the attached flier. 
 
Christmas at St Mark’s Church – a message (please see the attached flyer) 
We would like to wish all St Mark’s families a very happy Christmas and joyful New Year. Everyone is 
welcome at any of our services. 
 
Our first festive service is this coming Advent Sunday when we have a Toy Service at 10am with the 
uniformed organisations. Donations of new toys (not cuddly, weapon-based or involving candles) would be 
welcome.  
These will be given to children who would not otherwise receive many presents this year, via the Mayor’s 
Toy Appeal. 
 
With many thanks and best wishes 
 
Reverend Claire Allwood 
Associate Vicar, St Mark’s Tunbridge Wells Associate Vicar, King Charles the Martyr, Tunbridge Wells 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Nourish Food Bank 
Please don’t forget that we are collecting for the food bank again. Donations will be collected on 
16th December. 
 

They are asking for no donations of pasta or baked beans please (they have loads!) but would really 
like the following items please: 
 

Large rice, curry sauce, toiletries, tinned fish, tinned soup, long-life milk, toilet roll, bags for life, 
coffee, tinned tomatoes, tinned potatoes and a Christmas treat. 
 

Christmas dinner dates 
So far 127 KS2 children and 96 EFS/KS1 parents have completed the 
order form, if you are one of those who haven’t please would you do 
so asap. It makes things so much easier for the kitchen. Thank you. 
 
PTA Film night - Monday 16th Dec straight after school 
Just a heads up that the PTA will be holding a film night as above, 
details and the film title will follow next week, they’re just a little 
busy preparing for the Xmas fayre at the moment! 
 
Attendance 
Sickness has struck  EYFS Windsor have been most heavily affected, and we know that next week 
the data will look even worse. So whilst we would not wish children to come back to us if they are 
poorly please do send them in if you feel they are up to it, we are happy to give them medicine in 
school and do please continue to help the attendance data by booking any appointments your child 
needs outside of school time or at least after 1pm and avoid taking holidays in term time. Without 
these small measures our end of year figure will be way below the 96% target, so thank you. 
 
The attendance winner this week is Y5 Hever and punctuality Y2 Leeds 
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Attendance 
% 

Nov 18th 
– 22nd  

 

 
     The Good Book certificate was  
     awarded to:- 

EYFS Camber 96.8 Toby For brilliant ordering of numbers 

EYFS Windsor 75.9 Kevin For excellent concentration in class this week 

Y1 Arundel 96 Oliver For creating a well camouflaged Halibut Jackson 

Y1 Bodiam 94 Ethan Trying really hard in all areas 

Y2 Leeds 98.7 Nancy For careful and thoughtful reasoning in Maths 

Y2 Pevensey 97.6 Ned For working hard at his handwriting 

Y3 Lewes 95.8 Chris For having a fantastic week 

Y3 Deal 94.4 Maisie For great group work 

Y4 Dover 98.8 Safwan For careful work in Literacy and Maths 

Y4 Farnham 96.8 Lyla For an amazing attitude and improvement in all aspects 

Y5 Hever 99 Georgi For always being willing to help others 

Y5 Lullingstone 96.2 Joshua For actively participating in our school trip this week 

Y6 Rochester 94.1 Delan For writing a brilliant chapter for Floodland 

Y6 Oxford 95 Cormac For his perseverance and attitude in Maths 

Total for week 95.3  Target for the year 96% current total 96.2% 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr Bird 
Headteacher               
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