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Definition:  
Green procurement involves considering the environmental, social, moral, and financial 
effects with every purchase made. 
 
The fairtrade foundation provides the following additional information: ‘Fairtrade is about 
better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability, and fair terms of trade for 
farmers and workers in the developing world. By requiring companies to pay sustainable 
prices (which must never fall lower than the market price), Fairtrade addresses the 
injustices of conventional trade, which traditionally discriminates against the poorest, 
weakest producers. It enables them to improve their position and have more control over 
their lives.’ 
 
Policy Statement: 
We will ensure that we purchase all products and services that consider environmental 
aspects, moral aspects, potential impacts and costs, associated with their life cycle. Our 
practice of procuring products and services will ensure that they are less harmful to the 
environment (land, air and water), that are made with less harmful materials which when 
produced, used or consumed. We will also endeavour to ensure our moral compass guides 
purchases made for the school. This will include buying local, buying recycled and 
recyclable, using less chemicals, buying fairtrade, and reducing the schools carbon footprint 
associated with products and services. 
 
Objectives:  
In adopting this policy, the school aims to:  

 Encourage the sustainable use of resources;  

 Reduce its impact on the environment (ecological footprint);  

 Eliminate unnecessary purchasing;  

 Reduce waste to landfill;  

 Improve environmental health;  

 Improve human health;  

 Support sustainable long-term markets for recyclable materials;  

 Whenever possible, explore the moral implications of purchases and choose the 
‘fairtrade’ option; and  

 Contribute to community progress towards sustainability.  
 
The school is committed to:  

 the use and purchase of environmentally and socially responsible materials, products 
and services whenever they:  

perform satisfactorily, are safe and are value for money over the lifetime of 
the product.  

 using the school’s Green Procurement and Fairtrade Checklist (below) when 
purchasing goods, materials or services to ensure compliance with Green 
Procurement Policy is met.  

 including education about green purchasing and fairtrade in the curriculum through 
the use of these green materials and other classroom activities.  



 
GREEN PROCUREMENT CHECKLIST  
 
To achieve the objectives of this policy the following principles have been established:  
a) Minimise Unnecessary Purchasing  

b) Minimise Waste through avoid-reduce-reuse-recycle  

c) Minimise Toxicity-biodegradable materials or safe disposal systems  

d) Minimise Habitat Destruction (e.g. old growth forests used for paper production)  

e) Minimise Soil Degradation  

f) Minimise Greenhouse Gas Emissions  

g) Maximise Energy Efficiency  

h) Maximise Water Efficiency  

i) Maximise Value for Money  

j) Maximise Fair Trade opportunities  

k) Maximise the Purchase of Eco- Labelled/ Environmentally Preferred Products/ Services  

l) Maximise Education for Sustainability opportunities through curriculum and community 
links  

m) Maximise Safety  

n) Maximise local purchases 
o)  Maximise fairtrade purchases 
 
The following environmental attributes should be considered desirable:  
 

Locally manufactured or grown Fairtrade 

Biodegradable  Low Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) 
content/ off gassing  

Bulk purchasing  Organic Certification  

Carbon Neutral  Heavy Metal free (eg. no lead, mercury) 

Carcinogen free  Renewable materials  

Chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) free  Reusable 

Compostable  Recyclable  

Durable  Recycled post consumer content  

Low-toxicity  Recyclable consumables  

Energy Efficient- high energy star rating  Recyclable packaging  

Environmentally Sustainable Design  Reduced packaging  

Water Efficient Reduced greenhouse gas emissions  

Refurbished  Renewable Energy 

 

Further Guidance (Courtesy of Eco-Schools England): 
 
Paper: 
Procurement Considerations: 

 Paper to be based on recycled paper or paper based on sustainably harvested virgin 
fibre  



 Procurement of paper that is produced through a process of low energy 
consumption and emissions  

 Avoidance of bleaching used in production  
 
The Best Option: 

 100% recycled and eco-certified  

 The paper must be at least Elementary Chlorine Free (ECF) and/or Totally Chlorine 
Free (TCF)  

 
Cleaning Products: 
Procurement considerations  

 Use cleaning products that are effective at lower temperatures  

 Avoid certain hazardous substances in the product  

 Avoid phosphorus and limit biocides in the product  

 Follow the recommended dosages  

 Decrease the use of products through reviewing cleaning plans and techniques  

 Improve the training of cleaning staff  

 Decrease the quantity of packaging used  

 Ensure the packaging used is made from recycled materials and can be recycled  

 Use products made in the UK  
 
The best option:  

 No sprays containing propellants to be used.  

 Products packaged as trigger sprays to be used as refills sold as part of a refillable  

 No substances in the product should be identified as substances of very high 
concern, such as "Volatile Organic Compounds" which are the worst environmental 
hazards in household cleaners  

 
Office Equipment: 
Procurement considerations  

 Purchase energy efficient models  

 Purchase products with a restricted amount of hazardous materials and look at take 
back options  

 Purchase products with a restricted noise level  

 Use products design for recycling, that have a longer life and have take back options  

 Ensure the packaging used can be recycled  

 Correct disposal of any waste products, such as re-using or recycling  
 
The best option  

 Purchase of any equipment with low environmental impacts throughout its lifecycle  
Lighting: 
Procurement considerations  

 Purchase replacement lamps that have low energy usage  

 Use lighting controls to further reduce energy consumption  

 At installation stage, ensure system works as intended, in an energy efficient way  

 Promote lamps with a lower mercury content  



 Recycle appropriately all waste products  
 
Furniture: 
Procurement considerations  

 Procure timber from legal and sustainably managed forests  

 Use materials made partly or totally from recycled materials and/or renewable 
materials  

 Avoid as much as possible hazardous substances in materials production and surface 
treatment  

 Ensure the materials and furniture packaging can be separated and recycled or the 
packaging materials are based on renewable raw materials  

 Procure fit for use, repairable and recyclable furniture  
 
The best option  

 Purchase of furniture produced with environmentally friendly materials and 
processes  

 
Electricity: 
Procurement considerations  

 Increase the share of electricity from renewable energy sources or biomass  
 
Food and Catering:  
Procurement considerations  

 Use of reusable cutlery, crockery, glassware and tablecloths  

 Full waste collection of food stuffs with staff training  

 Minimize of the use of hazardous chemicals and the use of environmentally friendly 
cleaning and dishwashing products  

 
Gardening 
Procurement considerations  

 Avoid the use of peat as a soil improver  

 Limit plant pesticides and use alternative pest control techniques  

 Use (whenever possible) locally collected water (water butts) with efficient irrigation  

 Use different measures to reduce water demand such as mulching  

 Procure organically produced and native plants  

 Ensure appropriate materials are composting  

 Procure products in recycled, compostable, reusable, recyclable or biodegradable 
packaging  

 Act on invasive plants and animals  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


