
Year group: 3______________________________ 

 Term 1 Term 2  Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Key Idea ‘A dream doesn’t 
become reality by 
magic. It takes sweat, 
determination and 
hard work.’ Colin 
Powell. What does 
this mean? How can 
we apply this in our 
lives? 
 

 
 

‘Follow me down the 
path…I will walk 

beside you, guiding 
and showing you the 
way. I will not leave 

you.’ Author 
Unknown. How does 
this link to the story?  

 

 

‘In order to fly you 
have to let go of the 
world that you’re 
hanging on to’. Kurek 
Ashley. Is this true? 
Have you 
experienced this in 
your life? 
 

 

‘A nation that 
destroys its soils, 
destroys itself.’ 

Franklin Roosevelt. Do 
you agree? 

Why/Why not? 
 
 
 

 

‘Courage is knowing 
what not to fear’. 

Plato.  
How does the theme 
of courage present 
itself in the story? 

How does this relate 
to your own life? 

 

 

‘The greatest gift of 
life is friendship’. 

Hubert. H. Humphrey. 
Does this hold true 

for you? 
Discuss. 

 
  
 

 

Core Texts The Tin Forest 
Helen Ward 
 

The Wolf’s Footprint 
Susan Price 

Fly, Eagle, Fly 
Christopher 
Gregowski 

One Plastic Bag 
Miranda Paul 

Noah Barleywater 
Runs Away 
John Boyne 

Oliver and the 
Seawigs by Phillip 
Reeve 

Suggested 
Progression of 
Themes 

1.What are dreams? 
Do they sometimes 
come true? What do 
you dream of? 
2.What would it feel 
like to look out on 
other people’s 
rubbish and terrible 
weather? 
3. What things do you 
throw away? Where 
do those things go?   
How much rubbish do 
you throw away? 

1.What do shadows, 
forests and darkness 
represent?  
2. What does 
abandonment mean? 
How is the theme of 
abandonment 
expressed in the book 
through Elka and 
Daw? What was the 
reasoning behind 
their abandonment? 
3. Who saves Elka 
and Daw in the 

1. What is a storm? 
How does the 
weather change 
when a storm is 
approaching?  
What is the 
significance of the 
storm in the opening 
of the story?  
2. How do people live 
in extremely hot 
climates? What 
adaptations do they 

1. Where is Gambia? 
What is the climate 
and culture there? 
How does it differ to 
our environment in 
the UK?  
2. How does Isatou 
discover the danger of 
plastic in the 
narrative? What clues 
are there to suggest 
that she is unhappy 
about it? 

1. What is 
underneath our feet? 
What is the structure 
of our planet and 
what evidence can 
we see of this? 
2. Tectonic plates – 
what and where are 
they? What do they 
have to do with 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes? 

1. What is a friend? 
How do we define 
what a friend is? 
2. Examples of 
friendship in 
literature. Oliver and 
the Seawigs is a story 
all about friendships, 
how does it compare 
to some other 
famous friendships in 
literature? Charlotte’s 
Web, Swallows and 
Amazons, BFG, 
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How can we reduce 
this amount we 
throw away? 
4. Do you appreciate 
what you have in life? 
Has there been times 
where you feel you 
haven’t appreciated 
people, things and 
experiences? 
5. How does the old 
man begin to 
appreciate what he 
has in the book? 
What does he build 
as a result of this? 
How does his life 
change? 
6. Do you agree with 
the following quote 
from the book, ‘No 
matter where you live 
or what your 
circumstances are, 
where there is 
imagination, there is 
hope’? Justify your 
answer. 
 
 

narrative? Have you 
ever been saved 
before? How did you 
feel? 
4. What does it feel 
like to go on a 
journey? How does 
Elka and Daw’s life 
change once they 
embark on their 
journey? 
5. What would you 
create to make your 
life easier? How are 
you going to change 
your life?  
6. How does this 
story compare to 
other books that you 
have read? Can you 
find any similarities to 
another children’s 
story? 

have to make? How is 
it different to the UK? 
3. Can you describe 
the features of an 
eagle? Do you agree 
that the eagle is the 
‘King of the Birds’? 
Why/Why not? 
4. How does nature 
and nurture feature 
in the narrative? Do 
you agree with the 
argument, ‘Life is 
about nature vs 
nurture’? Do you 
agree with the 
farmer’s attitude 
towards the eagle? 
5. How does life in 
Africa compare to life 
in the UK? Can you 
describe the houses, 
landscape and 
lifestyle in each?  
6. How does art work 
feature in the book? 
Can you create your 
own landscape 
picture of Africa and 
discuss its meaning?  
 

3. What is the danger 
of plastic in the 
environment and our 
world?  
4. Our planet – how 
can you help to save 
our planet and all it’s 
wonderful wildlife? 
Do you agree that it 
starts with recycling in 
the home?  
5. What can you do to 
save the 
environment? Why is 
recycling so 
important? How can 
you change your 
everyday life to 
ensure that your 
recycle? 
6. Recycling in the arts 
– how does the music 
of plastic in our 
oceans reflect their 
nature? Plastic in the 
arts – dance and 
music, how do these 
interpretations reflect 
the dangerous nature 
of plastic in our 
oceans?   

3. What is a volcano? 
Where do they 
occur?  
4. What is an 
earthquake? Why do 
they occur? Can they 
be avoided? 
5. How are tsunamis 
formed? What is the 
impact on society 
when a tsunami 
occurs? 
6. Are natural 
disasters a bad thing? 
Destruction vs 
creation – island 
building and fertile 
soil vs destruction of 
property and life.  

Famous Five, The Lion 
the Witch and the 
Wardrobe. 
3. How do we relate 
to our friends? 
Keeping them, 
respecting them and 
growing the bond. 
4. How do we 
manage problems in 
our friendship? Is 
Stacey De Lacey the 
best friend he can 
be? 
5. How can we 
change our behaviour 
and environment to 
be better friends? 
What guidelines and 
expectations can we 
establish? 
6. What can we learn 
from Oliver, Stacey, 
Iris and Cliff – what 
are the golden rules 
of friendship? 

Current affairs/wider 
world opportunities 

Recycling 
 

Environment 
 

Climate change 
 
 

Survival in 
challenging 

environments 
 

Privilege 
 

Freedom 

Culture 
 

Pride 
 
 
 
 

Environment 
 

Recycling 
 

Environment 

Courage 
 

Selflessness 
 

Promises 

Friendships 
 

Differences 
 

Loneliness 



 
 

  
 
 

Cross-Curricular Links English 
- Narrative inspired 
by the Tin Forest 
- Recount of summer 
holidays 
Newspaper report of 
discovering the Tin 
Forest 
 
Mathematics 
Place Value, addition 
and subtraction 
 
Science 
Rocks 
 
History 
The Stone Age and 
the Bronze Age 
 
Geography 
Changing landscapes 
and farming 
 
PSHE 
 
Art/DT 
A Tin Forest Collage 
 
R.E 
People of God 
 
Music 
Ukuele Kent Music 
Service 

English 
- Non-chronological 
report on wolves 
- Diary entry 
- Poetry 
 
Mathematics 
Multiplication and 
Division 
 
Science 
Animals 
 
History 
The Iron Age 
 
Geography 
A geographical case 
study of Skara Brae 
 
PSHE 
Personal goals 
 
Art/DT 
A pointillism painting 
of a wolf 
Biscuit Stone Henge 
 
R.E 
Sikhism 
 
Music 
Ukuele Kent Music 
Service 

English 
- Narrative (an 
alternative ending to 
Fly, Eagle, Fly) 
- Dialogue and 
persuasion 
 
Mathematics 
Numbers, 
measurement and 
money 
 
Science 
Forces and Magnets 
 
History 
The Ancient Egyptians 
 
Geography 
A comparison of 
Africa and the UK 
 
PSHE 
Friendships and 
Forgiveness 
 
Art/DT 
African patterns, an 
artist study  
 
R.E 
Incarnation 
 
Music 

English 
-Travel guide 
- Narrative based on 
One plastic bag 
- Information text on 
plastic waste and 
recycling  
 
Mathematics 
Measuring length and 
perimeter and 
fractions 
 
Science 
Scientists and 
Inventions 
 
History 
The Ancient Egyptians 
 
Geography 
Egypt 
 
PSHE 
Looking after the 
environment and our 
planet 
 
Art/DT 
An oil pastel picture 
of Ancient Egypt 
 
R.E 
Salvation 
 

English 
-Instruction writing 
- Letter 
- Information text 
based on Noah 
Barleywater 
 
Mathematics 
Fractions and time 
 
Science 
Plants 
 
History 
Local history  
 
Geography 
Extreme Earth 
 
PSHE 
Diversity  
 
Art/DT 
Magic painting based 
on Extreme Earth 
 
R.E 
Kingdom of God 
 
Music 
Ukuele Kent Music 
Service 
 
 
 

English 
-Narrative inspired by 
Oliver and the 
Seawigs 
- Newspaper on the 
Hallowed shallows 
- Instructions of how 
to tame a sea monkey 
 
Mathematics 
Shapes, mass and 
capacity 
 
Science 
Light 
 
History 
Local history  
 
Geography 
Local geography of 
Tunbridge Wells 
 
PSHE 
Friendship and 
equality 
 
Art/DT 
Day and night (light 
art) inspired by 
Science 
 
R.E 
Kingdom of God 
 



Harvest Festival 
Singing 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Carol 
Singing 
 

Ukuele Kent Music 
Service 
 
 
 

Music 
Ukuele Kent Music 
Service 
 

Music 
Ukuele Kent Music 
Service 
 
 

Skills -To understand the 
changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age 
to the Bronze Age. 
(HisPoS) 
-To study the 
changing landscapes 
across Britain and 
understand the 
introduction of 
farming (GeoPoS).  
- To engage children 
with a story with 
which they will 
empathise. (EngPoS) 
-To explore themes 
and issues, and 
develop and sustain 
ideas through 
discussion, enabling 
children to make 
connections with 
their own lives. 
(CitPoS) 
- To develop creative 
responses to the text 
through drama, 
storytelling and 
artwork. (EngPoS) 
(ArtPoS) 

-To understand 
themes of 
abandonment and 
survival. (CitPoS) 
To know that the 
average length of a 
female wolf is 4.5 to 6 
feet (tip of nose to tip 
of tail) and a male 
wolf is 5 to 6.5 feet.  
-To understand that 
domestic dogs 
originate from the 
wolf family. (HisPoS) 
- To learn that the 
physical features of a 
wolf, which include 
42 razor sharp teeth, 
grey fur and pointy 
ears that are similar 
to the dog family. 
(SciPoS) 
-To understand a 
wolf’s habitat can 
vary depending on 
the climate and 
environment of their 
location, but that 
they can survive in 
most climates. 
(SciPoS)  

-To enjoy a story and 
discuss its meanings. 
- To understand the 
themes of a text. 
(EngPoS) 
- To broaden 
understanding of 
writers' use of 
language and build a 
varied vocabulary. 
(EngPoS) 
-To write narratives 
from a character's 
perspective. (EngPoS) 
-To understand how 
what a force is and 
how it is created. 
(SciPoS) 
-To understand what 
a magnet is and how 
the earth’s magnetic 
force works. (SciPoS) 
- To compare the 
geographical 
landscape, climate 
and culture between 
Africa and the UK. 
(GeoPoS)  
- To identify types of 
settlement and land 
use, economic 

- To explore themes 
and issues, and 
develop and sustain 
ideas through 
discussion of our 
planet and how to 
care for it. (GeoPoS) 
(SciPoS) 
- To develop creative 
responses to the text. 
(EngPoS) 
- To write with 
confidence for real 
purposes and 
audiences. (EngPoS) 
-To understand and 
describe what life was 
like in Ancient Egypt 
in 3100 BC. (HisPoS) 
- To explore the 
process of Ancient 
mummification. 
(HisPoS) 
- To learn about an 
Ancient Pharaoh 
named Tutankhamun 
by studying how and 
why he is so famous 
and to research his 
burial. (HisPoS) 

- To enjoy a story and 
discuss its layers of 
meaning. (EngPoS) 
-To explore themes 
and key moments in 
the plot through role-
play and writing in 
role. (EngPoS) 
- To develop reader 
response by exploring 
interpretations of 
themes, plots and 
characters actions 
and motivations 
through discussion 
and debate. (EngPoS) 
-To study features 
common within the 
European fairy-tale 
tradition and use this 
as a basis to write 
their own stories. 
(EngPoS) 
-To use the book as a 
stimulus to write 
across multiple 
genres of writing 
from another 
character’s point of 
view. (EngPoS) 

-To explore, interpret 
and respond to 
illustrations in a book. 
(EngPoS) (ArtPoS) 
-To enjoy a story and 
discuss its meanings. 
(EngPoS) 
-To build an 
imaginative picture of 
a fantasy world, 
based on real life 
experiences 
-To explore these 
through role play and 
through writing in 
role. (EngPoS) 
-To write own stories 
based on the story 
read from another 
character’s point of 
view. (EngPoS) 
- Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present 
the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans and 



-To compose poetry. 
(EngPoS) 
- To write in role in 
order to explore and 
develop empathy for 
characters. (EngPoS) 
- To create a tin 
forest collage out of 
rubbish. (DTPos) 

- To study the 
pointillism technique 
and create a 
pointillism painting. 
(ArtPoS) 
-To understand that 
Skara Brae is located 
on the Orkney Islands 
in Scotland and is a 
well-preserved village 
which dates back to 
the Stone Age times 
(GeoPoS).  
 

activity, food, 
minerals and water in 
both the UK and 
Africa (GeoPoS). 
-To study African 
patterns and 
compare different 
African artists. 
(ArtPoS) 

- To understand how 
life in Ancient Egypt is 
similar and different 
to our life today. 
(HisPoS) 
-To create an oil 
pastel picture of an 
Ancient Egyptian 
Pharaoh. (ArtPoS) 
- To understand the 
dangers of plastic and 
how it affects our 
planet and oceans 
(CitPoS) (SciPoS) 

-To understand the 
structure of the earth 
and how it was 
formed scientifically. 
(GeoPoS) (SciPoS) 
- To understand the 
features of a plant, 
their functions and 
what plants need in 
order to survive. 
(SciPoS) 
-To understand the 
earth’s structure and 
how it causes 
volcanoes, 
earthquakes and 
tsunamis (GeoPoS) 

graphs, and digital 
technologies. 
(GeoPoS) 
To discuss the 
meaning of equality 
and determine it’s 
importance in school 
life and the wider 
world. (CitPoS) 

Experiences -Museum workshop 
of Bronze Age- Iron 
Age artefacts 

- Stone Age – Iron 
Age Topic day 
 

- Virtual Reality 
Experience (Ancient 
Egypt and Africa) 

-Ancient Egyptians 
Topic Day and Mr 
Egypt workshop 

-Environmental Day 
RSPCA talk – how to 
protect the welfare of 
animals  

- Visit to Wakehurst 
Place 

Knowledge The earliest time 
when human beings 
first used tool carved 
out of stones in called 
the Stone Age. 
It is called the Stone 
Age because the 
people used tools and 
weapons made of 
stone. 
The Stone Age is the 
name given to the 
earliest period of 
human culture when 
stone tools were first 
used. The Stone Age 
ended when men 

The Iron Age is the 
period after the 
Bronze Age. 
As its name suggests, 
Iron Age technology 
is characterized by 
the production of 
tools and weaponry 
by ferrous metallurgy 
(ironworking), more 
specifically from 
carbon steel. 
Iron is easy to find, 
but hard to make into 
tools. It melts at a 
higher temperature 
than bronze. When 

Ghana is situated on 
the west coast of 
Africa and is a land of 
lowland hills. 
22,019,000 people 
live in Ghana. 
 Ghana has 92,100 
square miles of land. 
Ghana has a very hot 
climate as it is near to 
the equator. 
The country is the 
second largest 
producer of gold in 
Africa. 
Ghana is the world’s 
second largest 

The civilization of 
Ancient Egypt was 
located along the Nile 
River in northeast 
Africa. The Nile was 
the source of much of 
the Ancient Egypt's 
wealth. 
Ancient Egypt was 
rich in culture 
including 
government, religion, 
arts, and writing. The 
government and 
religion were tied 
together as the leader 
of the government, 

Earth is the planet on 
which we live. It is 
made from several 
different layers – 
inner core, outer 
core, crust, mantle. 
Volcanoes are vents 
or cracks on the 
Earth’s surface 
through which hot 
gases, molten rock 
and debris are 
emitted. There are 
about 1,900 
volcanoes in the 
world. 

The name Tunbridge 
Wells originated as a 
result of the natural 
springs (‘wells’) in the 
area and their 
proximity to the town 
of Tonbridge (then 
‘Tunbridge’). 
 
King Edward VII 
officially recognized 
the significance of the 
town with its 
frequent royal visits 
over the centuries 
including Queen 
Victoria.  



began smelting 
metal. 
It was thousands of 
years ago when the 
primary purpose of 
human beings was to 
protect themselves 
from other beings 
and feed themselves. 
The Stone Age had 
three different time 
periods called the 
Neolithic, the 
Mesolithic and, the 
most recent, which 
was called the 
Paleolithic.  
The Bronze Age is the 
time period when 
people made tools 
from an alloy (a 
mixture of metals) 
called bronze. Bronze 
is a mixture of mainly 
copper and tin: 
usually nine parts 
copper to one part 
tin. 
The Bronze Age was 
not at the same time 
everywhere, because 
different groups of 
people began to use 
bronze at different 
times. In Western 
Europe, the Bronze 
Age lasted from 
about 2000 BC until 

blacksmiths learned 
how to make iron 
tools, they were able 
to make many of 
them.  
With more and better 
tools, people could 
do more. For 
example, more 
people could own a 
metal plough. They 
could farm their fields 
better and grow more 
crops.  
Some people 
invented coins to 
help buy and sell 
their crops and their 
iron tools. 
Skara Brae is a well-
preserved village on 
one of the Orkney 
Islands dating back to 
the Stone Age around 
3000 BC. 
It consists of ten 
houses, and was 
occupied from 
roughly 3100–
2500BC. It is Europe's 
most complete 
Neolithic village. 
Until 1850, Skara 
Brae lay under years 
of soil sediment when 
in the winter of that 
year a large storm 
stripped the grass 

producer of cocoa 
beans. 
The colourful national 
costume is made 
from handwoven 
cloth called Kente. 
Traditional salad in 
Ghana often consists 
of lettuce, tomato, 
onion, boiled eggs, 
tuna and a perhaps 
unexpected 
ingredient, baked 
beans! 
Tourists visit Shai Hills 
to see baboons living 
wild at the edge of 
the savannah 
preservation. 
However, these 
primates love to steal 
things from the local 
area, including food, 
personal items and 
even live chickens. To 
combat this, farmers 
sometimes spray the 
chickens bright neon 
pink, which for some 
reason deters the 
baboons from 
stealing them! 

the Pharaoh, was also 
leader of the religion. 
Writing was also 
important in keeping 
the government 
running. Only scribes 
could read and write 
and they were 
considered powerful 
people  
Egyptian men and 
women wore 
makeup. It was 
thought to have 
healing powers, plus it 
helped protect their 
skin from the sun. 
They were one of the 
first civilizations to 
invent writing. They 
also used ink to write 
and paper called 
papyrus. 
The Ancient Egyptians 
were scientists and 
mathematicians. They 
had numerous 
inventions including 
ways to build 
buildings, medicine, 
cosmetics, the 
calendar, the plough 
for farming, musical 
instruments, and even 
toothpaste. 
Finally, cats were 
considered sacred in 
Ancient Egypt. 

Volcanoes can be 
active, dormant or 
extinct. 
 
Tectonic plates can 
move in different 
ways which can result 
in earthquakes. 
Tsunami is a Japanese 
word which means 
Harbour Wave. A 
tsunami is a giant 
wave caused by a 
huge earthquake 
under the ocean. 
As the waves travel 
through shallower 
water near the land, 
they get bigger. 
 
A tornado is a swirling 
funnel of air that can 
come down from 
some of the biggest 
clouds, called 
Cumulonimbus. At 
the same time, there 
can be thunder and 
lightning. 

 
The designation 
‘Royal’ is a rare and 
prestigious title. In 
fact, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells is one of only 3 
English towns to be 
recognized as such. 
 
Tunbridge Wells has a 
population of 
118,061. 
 
The River Teise is a 
tributary of the River 
Medway in Kent, 
England. It begins in 
Dunorlan Park in 
Tunbridge Wells. 
 
A tributary is a river 
or stream flowing 
into a larger river or 
lake. 



800 BC. In the Middle 
East, it started about 
a thousand years 
earlier. For example, 
bronze was first used 
in Mesopotamia 
around 3300 BC. 

from the large mound 
known as Skerrabra. 

 

 


