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THE GOOD BOOK AWARD 

 

EYFS Camber Franklin Awarded for working hard on his handwriting, 
spelling and punctuation by writing about 
everything! 

EYFS Windsor Jonas Awarded for being so enthusiastic about his 
learning at home. 

Year 1 Arundel Addison Awarded for writing some fantastic sentences, 
showing how hard he has worked on his 
handwriting and use of finger spaces. 

Year 1 Bodiam India-Rose Awarded for building up her abilities and 
confidence in maths. 

Year 2 Pevensey Alexander Awarded for working incredibly hard and 
completing loads of Purple Mash work! 

Year 2 Leeds  Riley Awarded for working hard on spelling and 
handwriting this week. 

Year 3 Deal James Awarded for an imaginative newspaper idea. 

Year 3 Lewes Reuben Awarded for his perseverance with his 
Highway Man comprehension, well done! 

Year 4 Dover Ashley Awarded for being so conscientious with his 
studying and having a great attitude. 

Year 4 Farnham Beth Awarded for her fantastic short story that 
linked to our class story. 

Year 5 Hever Jack Awarded for reading every day. 

Year 5 Lullingstone Ben Awarded for his excellent pop art picture of 
Queen Victoria. 

Year 6 Rochester Kashish Awarded for having a positive attitude towards 
being in school and for making an impressive 
mechanical butterfly and bird feeder at home! 

Year 6 Oxford Cormac Awarded for very engaging story writing.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
In this newsletter I wanted to thank you all for the work, dedication and time that you are spending 
helping your children with their home learning and other bonus ‘at home’ activities which we have 
seen and heard about. We have received lots of fabulous photos, montages, video’s and messages 
from the children, unfortunately we cannot put them all in the newsletter, but please do keep 
them coming in we love to see them. 
 
For this weeks’ home learning the teachers have added audio to some of the PowerPoints and 
Purple Mash, it’s so hard to stay in touch in the current times, we thought that this would be 
helpful, and that the children would love to hear their teacher’s voices. 
 
We are aware that everyone’s circumstances are different and that some of you are not only home 
schooling, but also working a full-time job from home. Thank you everyone for what you are doing, 
we really appreciate it and have put a message from the staff up on the St Mark’s@home page. For 
those of you who have already seen it thank you for your kind words. 
 
EYFS – Camber 
This week Camber class listened to the story 'Perfectly Norman' and 
discovered that we are all unique in our own way. Whether it is Hallie with a 
kind heart, Yusuf who can share, Robbie who can run fast or Franklin who is 
a joker; we are all special. Archie made some wings like Norman in 
the book and decided they would take him to Neverland to see 
Peter Pan. Lots of children had a go at making a self-portrait with 
fabulously realistic results! I have been blown away by the phonics 
and maths activities this week. Bentley and Eva are the number 
doubles king and queen and Luke is a measuring magician. Isabella 
has been working hard on her writing to describe some funny 
pictures and her monster friend. I love seeing all your photos and  
videos, please keep them coming.  
 
Mrs Miles 
 
EYFS –Windsor 

Windsor class have been getting very crafty this week with lots of pictures of 
baking, planting in the sunshine, and designing and creating at home...and in 
the woods! Sam G and Amelia K have been enjoying the Maths activities, and 
Amelia S has been feeling nostalgic about Supertato and the Evil Pea by 
bringing them to life at home! Jonas has been swinging through the trees and 
playing in dens with his family, and Reece has been on a fruit and vegetable 
hunt!  
 

Lots of Windsor class have also turned 5 recently, so I 
would like to wish a huge belated Happy 5th Birthday to 
Harper, Reece, Sam G and Kevin who have all had their 
special birthdays at home in the last few weeks!  
Thank you for the lovely messages about how much the 
children enjoyed seeing the staff video this week, and 
keep sending pictures when you can, of all of the 
fantastic things you are doing at home!  

 
Miss Hardwicke   
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Year 1 – Arundel 
As always the children in Arundel have been very busy and had lots of fun with their learning. This 
week’s book 'Claude in the City' prompted Addison to write some sentences to predict what might 
happen in the story while Ned drew and labelled a picture of Claude, showing off his fantastic 
handwriting. In maths we recapped our adding and subtracting skills with Sara and Joey logging 
onto Mathletics to put their skills into action. 
 

 Seb got creative this week to build his own sculpture of a 
light house out of junk modelling and even built the 
lighthouse keeper out of a pom-pom and pipe cleaners. 
Sophie had a fun week exploring our planet, creating a 
globe out of a balloon and learning dances from a range of 
countries. For RE, Hannah's dad taught her what he knew 
about Judaism and sent a fabulous photo of her and her 
brother wearing traditional Jewish clothing. What a busy 
week! Remember to keep reading, stay safe and have a 
lovely weekend. Miss Hughes  

 
Year 1 - Bodiam  

I’ve really enjoyed seeing all the work that you’ve been doing at home this 
week. This week we’ve been looking at Claude in the City by Alex T Smith in 
English. There has been some great writing, drawing and creative work by 
Eliza, India-Rose, Valentino and Ella R using ‘because’ to explain their ideas. 
There has also been some brilliant maths with Isaac scoring really well on the 

bond bubbles game in Purple Mash. and Robin doing some 
great grouping.  Top scorers in Mathletics for effort and 
participation are Eliza, Ella R and Valentino this week.  
 

I have also seen some lovely posters  
for VE day from Daya and Valentino.  
Also Zac has been working hard on his 
 reading and comprehension skills.  

Keep up the great work and enjoy the weekend.  
 
Year 2 – Pevensey  

It has been wonderful to see more and more of the superb Home Learning that Pevensey have 
been doing. I’ve had lots of fabulous pictures of children growing plants and writing plant diaries. 
Khadeejah has been looking at our work on Ramadan, Alex has been doing some fantastic drawing, 

Ella and Tommy have grown butterflies from caterpillars, Esmee has written a 
lovely card to Willow, Amelie has been reading Esio 
Trot and Benjamin has been 
doing a character description 
of each of the Secret Seven. I 
can’t wait to see what you’ll 
get up to next week! I’ve 
started a Pevensey Class Blog 
on Purple Mash, so you can  

share what you’ve been up to with me and each  
other- take a look at it! Keep up the great work and  
keep smiling superstars.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Year 2 – Leeds 
It’s been another fantastic week in Leeds class, we have tackled a range of activities including 
lantern making, handwriting, diary entries and many more! We have seen some incredible replicas 
of Claude Monet’s ‘Lily pond’ with some children having more than one go! We’ve had some 
children making use of the extra packaging in their recycling boxes, creating some fantastic models! 

We have seen some great interaction with Mathletics with 
lots of children earning certificates which is excellent. Keep 
that up! The children have also been making use of extra-
curricular work from Bite size and partaking in Joe Wicks daily 
workout! It’s great to see you all trying to remain healthy. 
There has also been some fantastic learning about the life 
cycle of a plant. Look out for your activities on bee’s next 
week! You will also be able to hear a familiar voice! Stay safe 
and keep up the amazing work Leeds. Mrs Davies and I cannot 
wait to see you soon!  

 
Year 3 – Deal 

I have seen some great work this week from Deal class. This week 
children were asked to look at Synonyms and antonyms and the 
children have been using these to create some very interesting short 
stories. Children have been continuing to practise their story writing 
through following their own interests and creating some fantastic 
Newspaper headlines for our book 
‘Storm’. Children have once again been 
very creative and painted pictures to 
illustrate our English book and taken 
part in the Art Challenge.  
  
The children in Deal class are being 
super scientists by setting up their own 

experiments at home. They have been putting plants in different 
locations to see the effect this has on them and following other 
experiments they can do at home such as growing crystals.  
Well done to those children achieving Mathletics certificates this 
term so far, Bronze Certificates awarded to Leo, Pixie and Olivia. 
Silver Certificates awarded to Olivia. Please continue to send me pictures of the work and activities 
you have been doing over the week.  
 

Year 3 – Lewes 
Happy Friday Lewes! I hope you’ve all had a lovely week and 
you are looking forward to the Bank Holiday. As always, it’s 
great to see so many of your emails showing us your home 
learning. Well done Ellie for your beautiful cursive 
handwriting! We love seeing what you have been up to and 
hearing about all your adventures. 
 
Well done to the children who have been regularly logging 
into their Purple Maths and Mathletics accounts, especially if 
you have achieved a certificate! Keep it up! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
This week we have continued out story, ‘Storm’. Not only have we learnt about the exciting and 
mysterious characteristics of Highway Men, we have also been swept up in a ‘tremendous’ storm in 
the dead of night, described beautifully by Morris who created the scene using a range of exciting 

vocabulary (including Mrs Haynes’ favourite subordinate conjunction ‘if’). 
Huwie became a reporter for the day and covered the terrible events of the 
robbery in his newspaper report, ending with the chilling thought, ‘The 
man’s ghost haunts the marsh 
still.’ 

 
In Science we continued our 
learning on plants, thinking about 
what they need to grow and 
flourish. Lots of you have shared 
your wonderful Science learning, 

with some you demonstrating your green fingers and 
growing your own plants and vegetables. Sophia shared 
her parts of a part diagram and clearly explained each 
part and their functions. Well done for such in-depth learning! 
 
Finally, I loved seeing Timon’s learning experience that explains his Maths, RE and English learning 
for the week. It’s great to see you thinking outside the box. 

 
Keep up all your amazing learning and remember to send us in pictures of anything that you have 
done, we love reading your emails. 
Take care, Mrs Haynes and Mrs Speight 

 
Year 4 – Dover 

It has been a great week for Dover. We have been 
creating models with toilet rolls, making ambulances 
out of junk modelling, creating wardrobes for our dolls 
- oh and working hard too! Well done Emma for 
starting a nice story on her Purple Mash blog, Teresa 
for all the lovely maths and writing, George for a great 
story board and well done to everyone who has been 
making the effort to stay positive and do a bit of 
learning each day. Keep smiling!  
 

 
Year 4 – Farnham 
It has been another productive week of home learning in Farnham class. I 

have been sent numerous pieces of 
English and Maths, showing that the 
children are having success in both. 
In addition, the children are 
displaying great knowledge about our 
topic, the Anglo Saxons, and have 
been completing some fantastic 
science learning too. Keep up the 
great work and stay safe.  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Year 5 – Lullingstone 
Lullingstone have been very busy at home this week. In Science we 
have been looking at life cycles of plants and it’s been great to see 
so many of you furthering your learning by creating your own life 
cycles through planting seeds and cuttings in your homes. It has 
been great to receive some more examples of how you celebrated 
Earth Day. Luke A sent in his wonderful painting of the different 
leaves, what a great use of colour. We have also continued learning 

about the Victorians and identifying 
what we can learn from paintings of 
Queen Victoria. Our Good Book 
certificate this week goes to Ben for 
his excellent pop art picture of Queen 
Victoria. Keep up the hard work and 
enjoy the bank holiday weekend!  
Miss Bennett  

 
Year 5 – Hever 
Well done Hever class for another fantastic week of home learning. We have enjoyed finding out 
about how you are all keeping busy. Despite technical difficulties Harley sent us lots of work 
showing us how he had travelled back in time to the world of the Victorians. Well done! Don’t 
forget to log into Mathletics and use the online resources there as these are a fun way to use 
interactive games to support your learning and remember Time Tables Rock Stars too! It was great 
to see that some of you have started to explore the Oddizzi website, usernames and passwords 
have been sent out to you. If you haven’t received yours do let us know and we can email you the 
details that you need. Lots of you have received your phone call from us and we will try to get in 
touch with the rest of you by the end of this week. This is just a quick ‘hello’ phone call from us to 
see how you are getting on. Well done to Jack D for reading every day – we have awarded you this 
week’s Good Book certificate. Keep active and keep in touch!  
 
 

 

 

s  

Year 6 - Oxford 
Oxford 
This week, Oxford class have produced some outstanding 
writing. The stories linked to the characters from The Last Wild 
have been a joy to read. Well done to you all. I have also 
received some very interesting power points and information 
texts about extinct and nearly extinct animals. I have learnt 
about a vaquita; an animal I knew nothing about! Below you 

can see Megan’s beautiful Islamic pattern that she drew as part of our RE learning. And Herbie has 
used Minecraft to create the setting for The Last Wild, a great idea to help him 
visualise. 
 Remember to keep reading and send me any book recommendations you 
might have. You are all working so hard and I’m incredibly proud of you all.  
A fabulous week from Oxford Class!   
  

Year 6 – Rochester 
Hello to all my lovely Rochester lot! Can you believe we’ve been away from school for 7 weeks 
now!? That’s longer than the summer holidays – check us out breaking records  I hope you all 
enjoyed seeing our smiling faces in the little video we put together for you; we are thinking of you 
all and hope to be back at school in the near future. It’d be great to hear from a few more of you to 
see what you’ve been up to – I really enjoy seeing your brilliant work! 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
This week, I was pleased to see some rather entertaining creative writing from Zach and a 
somewhat more sincere piece from Finn. Keeping those narrative skills up will be really important 
in preparation for good quality writing at secondary school so always try your hardest. 
Lexie and Kashish have been busy in the craft department this week with salt dough creatures and 
hanging bird feeders. 
 

   
 

Home School learning 
 

The children at school have had another great 
week doing a wide range of activities, including 
Maths games, a variety of English activities and a 
Ninja Warrior obstacle course!   
 
 
 
 
 

I am sure you will all have seen the reports in the papers over the last few weeks about schools 
reopening. I would like to assure you that the school has not yet received any information from the 
DfE about when or how schools will reopen. The directive we have had is that Schools are to 
continue to remain closed until scientific advice states that it is safe to open. The school will remain 
open for children of critical workers’ children and some vulnerable groups. We envisage that a 
phased return will most probably be the advised approach, but as yet we have not received any 
guidelines as to what that might actually look like. I will, of course, keep you updated as the 
information comes into school. As we understand it there will be announcements at the weekend 
which will hopefully give us more clarity. 
 
 
Take care everyone 
 
 
Mr Bird 


