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Dates to remember 
Added dates in yellow 

 

 

Term 4 

 

April 

1st (Thurs) – last day of term 

 
Term 5 

April 

19th (Mon) – term starts 

23rd (Fri) – class photos 
May 

27th (Thurs) – last day of term 

 
Term 6 

June 

8th (Tues) – term starts 

July 

12th (Mon) – Sports Day KS1 am, 

KS2 pm 

19th (Mon) 6pm Y6 show 

20th (Tues) 2pm Y6 show 
21st (Weds) – last day of term 

 

Academic Year 21 -22 

 

Weds 1st September is an INSET 

day, the first day for children is 

Thurs 2nd September 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This will be the last newsletter of this term so please note that a 
few items in this newsletter are more relevant to next week 
and the Easter holidays then the week ahead. 
 
Covid Testing  
As we all put plans in place for a relaxed Easter break, I have to 
remind you that we still need to know if your child has a 
positive case where they show symptoms within 48 hours of 
being in our school. This allows us time to let ‘bubbles’ and 
teaching staff know if they have to self-isolate due to a positive 
test in their class. Any positive tests that fall into this category 
need to be reported to the school office: office@st-
marks.kent.sch.uk Any cases after this time must be reported to 
NHS test and trace. Children with symptoms will then require a 
PCR Covid test.  Lateral Flow tests are not to be used for 
someone who is presenting symptoms. 
 
Staff will continue to voluntarily complete lateral flow tests 
throughout the school holidays. 
 
Here’s hoping and wishing everyone a relaxed and healthy 
Easter break. Children return to school Monday 19th April. We 
will be continuing with the bubbles and staggered arrival and 
departure times next term, until we receive advice from the 
Department of Education that we can revert to ‘normal’ school 
timings. 
 
Red Nose Day – Friday 19th March – our final total was a 
fantastic 

£644 
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Bags in schools 
We understand that there is some confusion regarding what bags the children may bring into school. The 
golden rule is that we want as few bags as possible as per our Covid protocol. Children in EYFS, year 1 and 
year 2 may bring in a packed lunch and their book bag – no rucksacks for these year groups. The transition to 
KS2 (year 3 – 6) is marked by the children being allowed to bring in rucksacks rather than book bags.  We 
would encourage Y3-6 to bring as small a bag as possible, if any is required. 
 
Training with Henry 
We are in discussions with Henry about reintroducing an after school club, whilst operating in bubbles. As I 
am sure you can imagine there are a few challenges to this!   
 
All details will go up on Parentmail, hopefully before the end of term and children who wish to attend will 
have to sign up. We will be limiting numbers, so please keep a look out on your Parentmail account. 
 
The initial offer is for year 3 and year 5 - (because these year groups both finish school at 3.15 pm) – for 
term 5 only. The children must wear PE kit to school if they are attending the club, their teacher will 
drop/guide them to their class quadrant on the junior playground with their bags (they will not be able to 
return to the classroom if they have forgotten something as the classrooms will have been cleaned for the 
next day). Each class will have a quadrant of the playground and Henry and another member of his team will 
meet them there and lead them in activities. 
 
The club will be on Thursdays from 3.15 – 4.15. If it is raining heavily, you must be able to collect your child 
as we do not have indoor facilities for multiple mixed bubbles. If the club needs to be cancelled we will 
Parentmail the classes before 2 pm. In term 6 we are presuming that the back field will be useable and the 
club will be offered to year 4 and 6 only.  There will be no charge for this club. 
 
Year 6 Rochester Class  
Last week, Rochester Class produced these Blitz cityscapes. They used pastels to create the glow of the 
bombing and designed their own silhouettes of the skyline of London before adding searchlight beams. They 
are now on display in the Year 5/6 block. Didn't they do a great job?  

 

Parent Governor election 
I am delighted to let parents know that Lynne Doran has been re-appointed to the FGB. Lynne is a long 
serving member of the team adding great value. Thank you. 
 
Co-opted Governor vacancy 
Firstly, a huge thanks to John Moynihan who has been a valued member of the Governing Body team for the 
last 7 years. He has brought invaluable HR and Personnel knowledge to the Governing Body and been a 
supportive member throughout his terms of office, first as a Parent Governor and then as a Co-opted one. 
His departure means that we now have a Co-opted Governor vacancy. If anyone from inside or outside of 
the school community would be interested in finding out more about this role then please call the school 
office and ask to speak to Kate White. 



 

 

 

PSHE & RSE 
Personal, Social & Health Education and Sex & Relationships Education  
In line with current Government guidelines for the teaching of PSHE & SRE a lot of work has been going on in 
developing what we currently deliver at St Mark’s.  

As a school we have a strong belief in the importance of PSHE and SRE and the vital role it plays in helping 
children to become happy and successful adults. Moving forward we are using a programme of study called 
JIGSAW. As part of the process for introducing the SRE element to our school curriculum we are consulting 
parents on this document. Please see the updated policy and scheme which have been available on our 
school website since the end of term 2 2020. If you have any questions or comments regarding the proposed 
scheme please contact the school office by 18th April 2021.   

A puzzle map information sheet going into a little more depth for year groups is on the website (see 
addendum 1), making sure that all parents are informed as to what is being taught to their child.  We are 
really pleased with this resource that we have found and believe that it will help the whole school 
community to embrace the many changes. 
 
Parent Rep Meeting 
Please note the next Parent Rep Meeting will be on 20th April 2021 at 10am via Zoom. 
 
Attendance 

Last week Year 1 Bodiam had the attendance award and Year 3 Deal had the punctuality award. 

 
Best wishes 
 
 
Mr S Bird 
 

This week the Head’s Heroes are: 

EY Camber Dylan For his impeccable manners, kind caring nature and amazing sense of 
fairness 

EY Windsor  Olivia For always making the right choices and being so helpful and kind to her friends 
and teachers 

Y1 Arundel Florence For using great adjectives in her story 

Y1 Bodiam Jacob For settling into our class so well 

Y2 Leeds Addison For taking great care of our classroom and its belongings 

Y2 Pevensey Eliza For perseverance with her reading 

Y3 Lewes Filip For 60/60 in TT Rockstars this week 

Y3 Deal Xena For working really hard in her writing assessments 

Y4 Dover Isabella Isabella has showcased an infectious love of learning and wish to share 
knowledge through an impressive project on the Suffragettes of Tunbridge Wells 
completed in her own time. Thank you, Isabella for eloquently presenting your 
fascinating research on our local heroines. Excellent! 

Y4 Farnham Reuben For working hard to show great improvements in English and Maths 

Y5 Hever Summer For being an all-round superstar in Hever class. She always tries her best with a 
smile on her face 

Y5 Lullingstone Enzo For his amazing presentation about Hong Kong 

Y6 Rochester Mati For settling in to Rochester Class with confidence and a smile 

Y6 Oxford Alex For his fantastic Basketball skills! 

Congratulations to each and every one of you  


